Approved For Release 2007/06/19 : CIA-RD_P99-OO498ROOO‘IOOO10002-1

THE WASHINGTON POST

ARTICLE APPE.
EARED 18 September 1976

ON PAGE _/

T 5 77 |
iljr? ’ J
A7 ,M.’z@@nﬂ weﬁfg

By Jean M. White

If 2t had been the usual shop talk
znd reminiscence-swapping among
conveniioneers. each  overheard con-
‘versation should have bheen worth at
least one plot idea for a thriller
novel. Lo .

There in the corridors and meeting
rooms of the Sheraton Inn.and Con-
ference Center in+Reston, more than
200 members of the Association of Re-
tired Intelligence Officers. were hold-
ing their second annual convention
without cloak, dagger or cover. '

Fach wore a boldly lettered name. .
tag. They welcomed -interviews, held
apen ,.835101“3 under the lights of TV
cameras. end worried in public ses-
zions mout prodlems such as ‘"00(1
secrets, no-secrets aund bad secrets.™ !

But as for any idea for a ’huller
me only slip came from Helen Prxeut-
Deck, former intelligence analyst, who:
has an epilozue and one chapter for 2
rovel she is uorking on in retirement
in Sudbury, -Mass.: " “What a story
must De behind that Carlos-who kid- .
napped the OPEC ministers.”. . She
stopped in mid- :entence, not the for- .
mer agent, but the wnter pmtecund
- an 1dea.~7 Lo

Last vcar 1 couldn’t hme kept

Year.
mv eye on the ball, too nervous.”

‘As the plot turns, Phillips, a re-
laxed, sitzhtly rumpled chap, blew one
20.year-old “cover” when he appeared
as an ex-agent spokesman for ARIO.

I'n 1936, Phillips was assigned by the
CIA to Beirut under the cover of an
American husinessioa. He moved
into a flat in an apartment house
shaved by Dick Beeston, an Dnghsh
journalist, and his wife.

"\o one would e‘cpect ex- spooks and‘
spies—we really like to consider our--
selves intelligence -officers—to meet |

.in a-‘convention like- this” observed’
David .Arlee Phillips, who was. the .
founder of the association. If was or--
zanized two years ago, against the
“.backgzround.of disclosures of abuses
in intellizence operations by former -
‘azents who wanted to show that they
were not - burned- out cdses of con-
‘ science but. responsible people doing
responsible jobs for their country.

~] realized that we had a public rel-
ations problem of some mas gnitude,”
said Phillips with wr y uncierstate-
ment. “So we needed a public rela-
tions proZram of some magnitude.”

new couple;” Beeston was reminiscing
at one of the two-day conference ses:
sions (he was’ coveunCr for the London
Daily Telegraph).- “And my wife
walked in the aoartment looked at the
furniture, laughed, and said: ‘Oh,. I
)cnow what you are. You're a CIA
marn.’ Dave is a former actor and he
just laughed his way ount of it. Abouta
vear ago we saw him on TV and my
wife had been right.”

1t was left-for Phillips to dxve a fl
nal twist to the story.

“Y was sent over to go ‘deep’—to
play the roie of a businessman, put the
kids in school, Zet an apartment’ and
establish my cover slowly. We needed
furniture and I answered an adver-
tisement in the newspaper. 1 bought

. the furniture from 2 man who had,
been on a CIA assignment, but I didn’t
know that. I was, in effect, buymg
government property

When: the DBeestons left Beirut a
vear and a half later, Phillips still re-

) mc.nbexed Mus. Beeston’s werds: “You

“The whole mood has changed from
ln'. vear,”” observed Hayden Estey,

he once was a newspaper man be-
fore he joined the Ceuntral Intelii-
gence Agency for a 23-year stint. “We
don't have the intensity—that urgency
to save a nation—of last year. It's nct

. as lonely as it was a year ago.”
4 vas y = of . those

cover-boy >—~mtclh"ence
chaps.” . :

~It has chandcd" Phillips a'lreed‘
Y e re Havmo a volf tournament this

s e

. “\Vell, we went over to welcome the"

.organizations

_if I heard that a reporter:from News-

know at first I thouzht you were one,
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The Associafion
gence Qtfficers is really a misleading
cover name, Phillips admits, and the

organization has been thinking about

changing it. It has more than 1,200

_ members, a quarter of them women. |

It draws its- members from a broad
range of skills in intelligence-Zather-
ing .and analysis—the scholars, ana-

. lysts, technicians and researchers who

stand behind the romantic spy figure.

Some may have been with the
agency a few years, others are veter-
ans of 20 to 30 vears in operations
both at home and in the field. But

- quite a few. do not fit the, picture of

the usual out-to-pasture retiree. Some

are in business and others in acade--

mia.” “What a waste  of talent. Just
think uhat they could do in a caveer
ot crime,” one observer c'ud_ sl

ARIO has a snewk“rs bur’e-ah and

has former agents available to address
from Rotary. Clubs to
garden clubs and for TV- or..radio in-
terviews. Yot have to .reverse -the
whole pattern of your life. Intelli: -
gence people by nature
taught not 1o talk)”” observed Law-
rence Sule. who left the CIA about a
vear ago after mere than 23 years andd
posts in the Far East, Latm Ameuca
and Europe. . -

“I know 1 used to go to a party °nd

conﬁnuéa
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of Retired Intelli- |

are lonrers. . i
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